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Finishing Contractors Association of Illinois (FCAI) is a union painting, glazing and drywall finishing contractors association dedicated to enhancing the industry through negotiating 
and implementing a collective bargaining agreement, promoting safety, education, training and professional development to its members, resulting in a better value to the consumer.

November 2009
Serving Professional Union Finishing Contractors in the Midwest

FCA Works with Labor Partner to Pass Training Resolutions 
During its 30th General Convention at the end

of August, the Finishing Contractors Association’s
(FCA) labor partner, the International Union of
Painters and Allied Trades (IUPAT), adopted four new
training resolutions into the General Constitution. Ac-
cording to Ed Smith, FCA Chairman of the Board and
CEO of Hartman Walsh Industrial Services, this kind
of joint cooperative effort between FCA and the IUPAT
is what union signatory contractors should expect of
what their association and their labor partner can ac-
complish when working together. 

“In the course of one afternoon, issues that the
FCA Industrial Painting Advisory Committee dis-
cussed and compiled for over one year were agreed
upon by Finishing Trades Institute (FTI) Director Dan
Penski and IUPAT General Secretary-Treasurer
George Galis, and put into resolution. These [resolu-
tions] were things that the contractors wanted, to sep-
arate union contractors, keep us ahead of non-union
competition,” said Mark J. Chuplis, FCA Board mem-
ber and Chairman of the FCA Industrial Painting Advi-
sory Committee. 

Resolution No. 31, Mandatory Skills Training,
which covers apprenticeship and journeymen upgrade
training, was passed as a constitutional resolution,
meaning that it must be adopted into all future collec-
tive bargaining agreements. 

As stated in Resolution No. 35, Safety Train-
ing, in order for workers to remain competitive and
provide value, IUPAT members must be trained in
basic health and safety classes. In an effort to help
contractors work with a skilled and certified workforce
in a timely fashion, Resolution No. 36, Reciprocal
Training for Members, was passed. Passage of this
resolution allows local union members to train at any
other Joint Apprenticeship Training Fund and make its
own programs available to all IUPAT members, re-
gardless of their location. 

The fourth training resolution was Resolution

No. 37, a resolution regarding the use of training iden-
tification cards, which states that every union member
shall receive a picture ID card listing each training and
certification the member has completed. This is cru-
cial to employers as it allows them to verify various
training and certification completed by IUPAT mem-
bers. 

One FCA affiliate, the Quad Cities Association
PDCA/FCA, in Rock Island, IL, has been using the
training ID card system for almost 15 years and ac-
cording to the Quad Cities association President,
Randall Bender, there is a “99.9 percent success
rate.” 

“This [training card] saves contractors a lot of
time getting good help,” said Bender. “If you need
someone who can work a confined space job, you
pick the qualified person from the [training] list.” 

Direct input from the FCA Industrial Painting
Advisory Committee made it possible for the resolu-
tions to be expedited and passed. 

According to Galis, contractors were not the
only ones pleased with the resolutions. “Improving the
health and safety of IUPAT employees and improving
their training can only help signatory contractors to
improve their competitiveness and bottom line. This is
a win-win situation for labor and contractors,” said
Galis. 

For more information on the training resolu-
tions, please visit FCA online, www.finishingcontrac-
tors.org. Two other Resolutions important to FCA
members, No. 9 and No. 10 were also passed. These
Resolutions included an increase in funding for both
FTI and LMCI, which will enhance the available train-
ing and Labor-Management programs. The additional
funding will provide for a variety of resources and in-
cludes, but is not limited to, expanding and improving
the FTI curriculum, establishing a grant program in-
tended for local training efforts, and establishing re-

cruitment and retention representatives. �

DAVID SLOMNICKI
COSMOPOLITAN DECORATING CO., INC.
111 JOHN ST RM 1610
NEW YORK, NY 10038-3115
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Save the Date!
Third Annual

Midwest Regional
Union Finishing Contractors
Conference

The Westin  Lombard, IL

February 5 & 6, 2010

Keynotes 
Education Sessions
Union Panel
Reception
Roundtable

Learn to Thrive - 
Right Here, Right Now

Conference Schedule
Subject to Change

Thur, Feb 4

Pre-Conference Seminars

8 am - 5 pm EPA Renovation, Repair and

Painting Certification (limited to 10 attendees)

8 am - 5 pm  Green Associate Exam Prep

Fri, Feb 5
8 am - 9 am  Breakfast

9 am - 10:15 am  Keynote, Jimmy Williams

10:30 am - 12 pm  DC30/FCAI Panel Discussion

12 pm - 1 pm Lunch

1 pm - 2:30 pm Education Session #1*

2:45 pm - 4 pm  Education Session #2*

4 pm - 6 pm Cocktail Reception

Sat, Feb 6
7 am - 8 am  Breakfast with

Roundtable Discussions

8 am - 9:30 am  Education Session #3*

9:45 am - 11 am  Closing Keynote, Rick Wright

*Education Session tracts are Leadership & Man-
agement Trends, Emerging Technologies, Safety
First and Future of Marketing.

FCAI’s Annual Conference
Shaping Up to Be a Great One

Union Panel Discussion To Be Included in Conference
The Third Annual Midwest Regional Union Finishing Contractors Conference will take place Friday, February 5th and Sat-
urday, February 6th at The Westin Lombard Yorktown Center, Lombard, Illinois.  As you can see by the schedule below it
will be an information-packed event with an opportunity to network with your peers.  Painters District Council No. 30 will
participate in a panel discussion on the latest changes in the Collective Bargaining Agreement.  Rick Vandegraft, FCAI
President, and Chuck Anderson, DC 30 Secretary-Treasurer, will be taking your questions both before and during the
panel.  If you would like to submit three questions right now you can email them to Kelly@NiPDi.com.  The panel will be

moderated by Stuart Binstock, CEO of the Finishing Contractors Association.

Great Deal on Conference Hotel
FCAI has negotiated a great deal on rooms at the host hotel, The Westin Lombard Yorktown Center.  The room rate is
only $89 a night which is a 70% discount.  This beautiful hotel features two great restaurants, The Holy Mackerel and
Harry Caray’s.  Book early as the block will fill up quickly.  There are two ways to reserve your room.  You can call (630)
719-8000 and say you are with Finishing Contractors Association of Illinois or go to
www.StarwoodMeeting.com/Book/BookNiPDi.

About the Facilitator

Jennifer A. Eaton is the Program Manager with the Green
Academy and Center for Sustainability (GACS) @ Tri C
(Cuyahoga Community College), and is primarily respon-
sible for work with the Finishing Contractors Association,
Finishing Trades Institute, Labor Management Coopera-
tion Initiative and the Ohio Department of Development.
Eaton, a LEED AP, was recently appointed to the local
board of the Northeast Ohio USGBC, where she will focus
her duties as a member of the Trades Committee.  She
began her career in construction with Arc Boutant/UN-
ESCO, Matera, Italy as a member of a group studying Ital-
ian methods of ancient architectural restoration,
conservation and current environmental building practices.
She worked in residential restoration in San Francisco,
CA; Wamin, France; London, UK; New York, NY; and
various cities in Ohio.

This course will take individuals from start to finish in understanding the com-
mon green building terms and then applying them to bids.  Individuals will also
learn about the Green Building Certification Institute’s (GBCI) required project
documentation.

Schedule

7:30 am Continental Breakfast
8:00 am Morning Session

12:00 pm Lunch (included)
1:00 pm Afternoon Session
5:00 pm Class Dismissed

Company___________________________________________Phone__________________________________

Participant Name_____________________________________Participant Email_________________________

First FCAI Member/NiPDi Contributor $FREE
Each Additional FCAI Members/NiPDi Contributors $100
Total Fee $_____
Credit Card Number___________________________________ Circle One: Visa     MC     Amex     Discover

Signature____________________________________________Expiration Date________________

Make Check Payable to FCA of Illinois No-Shows will be charged $100

© Stockphoto/Jamie Farrant

Reading Green Bid Specs/LEED Paperwork

Free Seminar
For

FCAI Members &
NiPDi Contributors

RSVP by Friday, November 20th

FCAI Educational Center
1991 W Downer Pl
Aurora, IL 60506

630-264-7880
630-264-7988 Fax
Kelly@NiPDi.com

Tuesday, December 1, 2009
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Save the Date!
Third Annual

Midwest Regional
Union Finishing Contractors
Conference

The Westin  Lombard, IL

February 5 & 6, 2010

Keynotes 
Education Sessions
Union Panel
Reception
Roundtable

Learn to Thrive - 
Right Here, Right Now

Conference Schedule
Subject to Change

Thur, Feb 4

Pre-Conference Seminars

8 am - 5 pm EPA Renovation, Repair and

Painting Certification (limited to 10 attendees)

8 am - 5 pm  Green Associate Exam Prep

Fri, Feb 5
8 am - 9 am  Breakfast

9 am - 10:15 am  Keynote, Jimmy Williams

10:30 am - 12 pm  DC30/FCAI Panel Discussion

12 pm - 1 pm Lunch

1 pm - 2:30 pm Education Session #1*

2:45 pm - 4 pm  Education Session #2*

4 pm - 6 pm Cocktail Reception

Sat, Feb 6
7 am - 8 am  Breakfast with

Roundtable Discussions

8 am - 9:30 am  Education Session #3*

9:45 am - 11 am  Closing Keynote, Rick Wright

*Education Session tracts are Leadership & Man-
agement Trends, Emerging Technologies, Safety
First and Future of Marketing.

FCAI’s Annual Conference
Shaping Up to Be a Great One

Union Panel Discussion To Be Included in Conference
The Third Annual Midwest Regional Union Finishing Contractors Conference will take place Friday, February 5th and Sat-
urday, February 6th at The Westin Lombard Yorktown Center, Lombard, Illinois.  As you can see by the schedule below it
will be an information-packed event with an opportunity to network with your peers.  Painters District Council No. 30 will
participate in a panel discussion on the latest changes in the Collective Bargaining Agreement.  Rick Vandegraft, FCAI
President, and Chuck Anderson, DC 30 Secretary-Treasurer, will be taking your questions both before and during the
panel.  If you would like to submit three questions right now you can email them to Kelly@NiPDi.com.  The panel will be

moderated by Stuart Binstock, CEO of the Finishing Contractors Association.

Great Deal on Conference Hotel
FCAI has negotiated a great deal on rooms at the host hotel, The Westin Lombard Yorktown Center.  The room rate is
only $89 a night which is a 70% discount.  This beautiful hotel features two great restaurants, The Holy Mackerel and
Harry Caray’s.  Book early as the block will fill up quickly.  There are two ways to reserve your room.  You can call (630)
719-8000 and say you are with Finishing Contractors Association of Illinois or go to
www.StarwoodMeeting.com/Book/BookNiPDi.

About the Facilitator

Jennifer A. Eaton is the Program Manager with the Green
Academy and Center for Sustainability (GACS) @ Tri C
(Cuyahoga Community College), and is primarily respon-
sible for work with the Finishing Contractors Association,
Finishing Trades Institute, Labor Management Coopera-
tion Initiative and the Ohio Department of Development.
Eaton, a LEED AP, was recently appointed to the local
board of the Northeast Ohio USGBC, where she will focus
her duties as a member of the Trades Committee.  She
began her career in construction with Arc Boutant/UN-
ESCO, Matera, Italy as a member of a group studying Ital-
ian methods of ancient architectural restoration,
conservation and current environmental building practices.
She worked in residential restoration in San Francisco,
CA; Wamin, France; London, UK; New York, NY; and
various cities in Ohio.

This course will take individuals from start to finish in understanding the com-
mon green building terms and then applying them to bids.  Individuals will also
learn about the Green Building Certification Institute’s (GBCI) required project
documentation.

Schedule

7:30 am Continental Breakfast
8:00 am Morning Session

12:00 pm Lunch (included)
1:00 pm Afternoon Session
5:00 pm Class Dismissed

Company___________________________________________Phone__________________________________

Participant Name_____________________________________Participant Email_________________________

First FCAI Member/NiPDi Contributor $FREE
Each Additional FCAI Members/NiPDi Contributors $100
Total Fee $_____
Credit Card Number___________________________________ Circle One: Visa     MC     Amex     Discover

Signature____________________________________________Expiration Date________________

Make Check Payable to FCA of Illinois No-Shows will be charged $100
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Reading Green Bid Specs/LEED Paperwork

Free Seminar
For

FCAI Members &
NiPDi Contributors

RSVP by Friday, November 20th

FCAI Educational Center
1991 W Downer Pl
Aurora, IL 60506

630-264-7880
630-264-7988 Fax
Kelly@NiPDi.com

Tuesday, December 1, 2009
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Finishing Contractors Association of Illinois (FCAI) is a union painting, glazing and drywall finishing contractors association dedicated to enhancing the industry through negotiating 
and implementing a collective bargaining agreement, promoting safety, education, training and professional development to its members, resulting in a better value to the consumer.
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Serving Professional Union Finishing Contractors in the Midwest

FCA Works with Labor Partner to Pass Training Resolutions 
During its 30th General Convention at the end

of August, the Finishing Contractors Association’s
(FCA) labor partner, the International Union of
Painters and Allied Trades (IUPAT), adopted four new
training resolutions into the General Constitution. Ac-
cording to Ed Smith, FCA Chairman of the Board and
CEO of Hartman Walsh Industrial Services, this kind
of joint cooperative effort between FCA and the IUPAT
is what union signatory contractors should expect of
what their association and their labor partner can ac-
complish when working together. 

“In the course of one afternoon, issues that the
FCA Industrial Painting Advisory Committee dis-
cussed and compiled for over one year were agreed
upon by Finishing Trades Institute (FTI) Director Dan
Penski and IUPAT General Secretary-Treasurer
George Galis, and put into resolution. These [resolu-
tions] were things that the contractors wanted, to sep-
arate union contractors, keep us ahead of non-union
competition,” said Mark J. Chuplis, FCA Board mem-
ber and Chairman of the FCA Industrial Painting Advi-
sory Committee. 

Resolution No. 31, Mandatory Skills Training,
which covers apprenticeship and journeymen upgrade
training, was passed as a constitutional resolution,
meaning that it must be adopted into all future collec-
tive bargaining agreements. 

As stated in Resolution No. 35, Safety Train-
ing, in order for workers to remain competitive and
provide value, IUPAT members must be trained in
basic health and safety classes. In an effort to help
contractors work with a skilled and certified workforce
in a timely fashion, Resolution No. 36, Reciprocal
Training for Members, was passed. Passage of this
resolution allows local union members to train at any
other Joint Apprenticeship Training Fund and make its
own programs available to all IUPAT members, re-
gardless of their location. 

The fourth training resolution was Resolution

No. 37, a resolution regarding the use of training iden-
tification cards, which states that every union member
shall receive a picture ID card listing each training and
certification the member has completed. This is cru-
cial to employers as it allows them to verify various
training and certification completed by IUPAT mem-
bers. 

One FCA affiliate, the Quad Cities Association
PDCA/FCA, in Rock Island, IL, has been using the
training ID card system for almost 15 years and ac-
cording to the Quad Cities association President,
Randall Bender, there is a “99.9 percent success
rate.” 

“This [training card] saves contractors a lot of
time getting good help,” said Bender. “If you need
someone who can work a confined space job, you
pick the qualified person from the [training] list.” 

Direct input from the FCA Industrial Painting
Advisory Committee made it possible for the resolu-
tions to be expedited and passed. 

According to Galis, contractors were not the
only ones pleased with the resolutions. “Improving the
health and safety of IUPAT employees and improving
their training can only help signatory contractors to
improve their competitiveness and bottom line. This is
a win-win situation for labor and contractors,” said
Galis. 

For more information on the training resolu-
tions, please visit FCA online, www.finishingcontrac-
tors.org. Two other Resolutions important to FCA
members, No. 9 and No. 10 were also passed. These
Resolutions included an increase in funding for both
FTI and LMCI, which will enhance the available train-
ing and Labor-Management programs. The additional
funding will provide for a variety of resources and in-
cludes, but is not limited to, expanding and improving
the FTI curriculum, establishing a grant program in-
tended for local training efforts, and establishing re-

cruitment and retention representatives. �
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